Formal Lesson Plan 
Language Arts 
Grade: 11-12 
Subject: Dante's Inferno 
  

A. Lesson Objective 
        (1) Students will learn some background information about Dante and his political and spiritual beliefs. 
        (2) Students will learn about Dante's vision of hell.  They will learn about the nine circles of the underworld and 
             the sinners condemned to them. 
        (3) Students will learn how to write a critical essay expressing their opinion on an artistic creation inspired by 
             Dante's writings. 

B. Preparing the Lesson 
        Instructional Strategies: 
            The lesson will demand explanation, class discussion, and web site exploration ("Digital Dante"-http:/www.ilt.columbia.edu/projects/dante/index.html). 

        Content and Materials: 
            The lesson will focus on each circle of Dante's hell and the sins committed by the damned.  The text book, video, and visual map will be the only materials used.  Students will then be expected to explore the web site "Digital Dante," choose a painting inspired by Dante's Inferno and write a short essay on it. 

        Time Frame and Planned Assessment: 
            The lesson will probably take seven to nine sessions.  Assessment will be done through an objective/subjective exam and individual essays. 

C. Conducting the Lesson 
        DAY ONE: 
            Teacher provides students with some background information about Dante and The Divine Comedy, focusing mainly on The Inferno.  The teacher will then hand out the maps illustrating Dante's hell and assign the first four cantos for homework. 

        DAYS TWO, THREE, FOUR, and FIVE: 
            Teacher continues lesson by examining each canto and the circles of hell they represent.  To help the students remember the levels of hell, the teacher will bring in a visual object that symbolizes each realm. 

        DAY SIX 
            Students will visit the computer lab and begin exploring "Digital Dante."  They will go to the section entitled "Introduction," scroll down and click on "Image Collections."  Here they will find some art work inspired by Dante.  Each student will have to pick one, analyze it, and write an essay. 

        DAYS SEVEN and EIGHT 
            Lesson on cantos continues.  Essay is due. 

        DAY NINE 
            Students will take the exam. 

D. Assessing the Unit 
        The teacher will consider the lesson successful if: 
           (1) The students absorbed some knowledge about Dante and his personal, political, and religious philosophies. 
           (2) The students can identify the nine circles of hell and the important figures condemned to them. 
           (3) The students question Dante's vision of hell by examining their own personal ideals about virtue, vice, and 
                 redemption. 
  

